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Wu Wancai’s Duoxu Data Collection: A Premilinary Investigation
Katia Chirkova, Han Zhengkang & Wang Dehe

Abstract: This paper focuses on an unpublished manuscript “A brief history of the
Tibetans of Liangshan Prefecture: The Duoxu Tibetans of Mianning county” by Wu
Wancai. The manuscript was discovered during our fieldwork on the critically
endangered and virtually undocumented Duoxu language. Wu’s manuscript, whose
compilation began in 1955 and spanned nearly 50 years, contains an extensive
Duoxu-Chinese wordlist and a number of Duoxu texts (including song lyrics,
proverbs, riddles, and narratives), transcribed in Chinese characters. This is the largest
collection of language data on Duoxu known to date, which furthermore stem from
the time when the language was still widely spoken. It is for that reason of great
significance for ongoing research work on Duoxu. This paper is first in a series that
will investigate and publish Duoxu data from Wu's manuscript. It focuses on the basic
principles of Wu’s Chinese transcriptions of Duoxu and provides an overview of some
differences between the Duoxu, as recorded by Wu, and modern Duoxu, as recorded
in our fieldwork.

Keywords: Duoxu; Mianning Mandarin; character transcriptions; language change
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