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Abstract
Evidentials in Baima and Tibetan dialects compared

Baima is a Tibetic language spoken at the border of Sichuan and Gansu provinces. Its exact
genetic position among groups and subgroups of Tibetan dialects (or Tibetic languages) spoken in
China is subject of ongoing debate. Phonological and lexical comparisons have so far been unable
to resolve this issue. | propose to advance this discussion by introducing a grammatical angle to
the debate—an analysis of evidentials in Baima as compared to evidential systems of the
neighboring Amdo and Kham Tibetan dialects. The observed phenomena are used to explore
possible common innovations between Baima and the two Tibetan dialect groups. Overall, | argue
that common innovations are the only reliable foundation for ascertaining the genetic position of
Baima.

(JEfEHbhl: Katia Chirkova EHESS-CRLAO, 54 boulevard Raspail 75006 Paris i [#
H 7 EA ik chirkova.k@gmail.com
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