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Appendix: An Annotated Comparative List of Plant Names in Xumi, Kami, and Shuiluo Pumi  

All specimens were collected by C.S. Weckerle, F.K. Huber, and Gao Fu, except for two specimens by F. Büeler (No. 31 and 49), and one 

specimen by F.K. Huber (No. 5). 

 
Latin name 

specimen no. 

English name Plant use 

category 

No Xumi Kami TE1 Shuiluo Pumi  

Acer spp.  

(Aceraceae) 

040607 5/1 

maple Other 1 (I) RPlɐbɔ-pɔ ̃p.n.-

tree 

(II-III) RPlɑ̥bɑ-dzɛ ̃

p.n.-tree 

 

làbɔ ́p.n.  lɐṕwəʈ́ʰɑ́-bò̃ p.n.-

tree 

Acorus calamus L. 

(Acoraceae) 

040612 1/1; 041010 

1/1 

sweet flag, 

calamus   
Medicinal 2 (1-2) EPtɕʰɐtɐ p.n. 

(III) EPtɕɐtɐ p.n. 

 

tɕʰìtá p.n., 

tʂùɡó p.n. 2 

 dʑò̃dî ~ dʑɑ̀̃dî p.n. 



	 2	

Arctium lappa L. 

(Asteraceae) 

040420 1/2 

greater burdock Fodder 

Medicinal 

Other 

3 (I) LPqʰɐlɐ-bjɛ p.n.?-

leaf 

(II) RPpʰutũ-bjɛ 

p.n.?-leaf 

(III) RPpʰetũ-bjɛ 

p.n.?-leaf 

 

áxóbàlà 

p.n. 

 ɕòkɑ̂3 p.n. 

Aster lavandulifolius  

Hand.-Mazz.  

(Asteraceae) 

040529 1/1 

 

 Ritual 4 (I) EPɐtʂɔk̃ɜɹb̩u p.n. 

(II) EPɐtʂõkɐɹb̩u p.n. 

(III) RPɐtʂɑ̃kɐpu p.n. 

 

àtʂṍkàpù 

p.n. 

 ɐʈ̀ṍkɐp̀ù p.n. 
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Boenninghausenia 

albiflora (Hook.) 

Rchb. ex Meisn. 

(Rutaceae) 

111107 1/1 

 Ritual  5 (I) RPtsʰu-ɐqɛ ̃ghost-

coriander 

(II) EPsɐto RPɹitʃɐ 

p.n. 

(III) RPtsʰu-ɐqɐ ̃

ghost-coriander, 
EPsɐtʰoɹitʃɐ p.n. 

 

  ɕítsə ̀kʰwə-̀mæ̀̃  

lice.comb?-head-

hair4  

Buddleja cf. crispa 

Benth.; 

Buddleja cf. 

officinalis Maxim.  

(Scrophulariaceae) 

 050314 3/1; 050314 

2/1 

Himalayan 

Butterfly Bush 

Fodder 6 (I) LPli̥pʰʉ p.n., RPwɜ-

le̥pʰʉ cow-p.n. 

(II) EPle̥pʰʉ p.n. 

(III) no name 

 

sàʁɛ ́p.n.  ʑwət̀ɕwî p.n. 
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Catalpa bungei 

C.A.Mey.  

(Bignoniaceae) 

040614 1/1 

Manchurian 

catalpa 

Other 7 (I) EPtsʰə-̃buxu ?-

flower  

(III) RPkʰẽ-wɛ5 

mulberry-leaf 

 

tsʰəm̀ú p.n.  tsʰəḿə ́p.n. 

Citrus reticulata 

Blanco 

(Rutaceae) 

040614 1/2 

tangerine Fruit 

Ritual 

8 (I) LPtɕĩdu p.n. 

(II) EPtɕĩdu p.n. 

(III) EPtɕẽdo p.n. 

 

tɕe ̃d́ú p.n.  tɕi ̃d́ù p.n. 

Clematis connata 

DC. 

(Ranunculaceae) 

040530 2/2 

 Fodder 9 (I) LPkiɲiɹ ̩p.n. 

(II) EPkiɲiɹ ̩p.n. 

(III) LPkeɲi-dzɛ ̃p.n.-

tree 

lɛd̀ʐí6 p.n. ? 'khri? p.n. ɣɑ̀bre ̃ ̌p.n. 
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Cornus capitata 

Wall. 

(Cornaceae) 

040522 1/1 

Himalayan 

flowering 

dogwood 

Ritual 

Other 

10 (I) LPlɔχɔ p.n. 

(II) RPdʑɑ̃hõ-bjɛkõ 

house-broom 

(III) LPlɑχɑ-dzɛ ̃

p.n.-tree 

sàrú dʑàzɛ ̃ ́

p.n. 

 djùdjú-bỗ p.n.-tree 

Cornus oblonga 

Wall.  

(Cornaceae) 

040419 1/1; 040523 

2/1; 040611 3/2 

 

 Ritual 11 (I) RPɕokɐ p.n. 

(II) RPɕokɐ p.n. 

(III) RPɕokɑ p.n. 

ɕòká p.n.  ɕí-swə ̂?-fruit 

Cotoneaster 

pannosus Franch.  

(Rosaceae) 

040614 3/1 

silverleaf 

cotoneaster 

Ritual  12 (I) LPteɲi p.n. 

(II) LPɡiʎʉ RPbjɛkɑ̃7 

?-broom  

(III) LPɐd̃u-dzɛ ̃p.n.-

tree 

 

tádʐɯ́ p.n. da dreg  we ̃-̀swə-́bỗ horse-

fruit-tree 
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Cupressus funebris 

Endl.  

(Cupressaceae) 

040430 1/1; 050401 

4/1 

 

Chinese 

weeping cypress 

(wood) 

Ritual  13 (I) EPʃuswi p.n. 

(II) EPʃuse p.n. 

(III) RPʃʉswi p.n. 

 

pié p.n. dpal [skyes] tse ̃d́i ̃-́pɑ̀ p.n.-leaf 

Cupressus funebris 

Endl.  

(Cupressaceae) 

040430 1/1; 050401 

4/1 

Chinese 

weeping cypress 

(fresh branches) 

Ritual 14 (I) EPʂulɐpʰɐ p.n. 

(II) EPʃuswi-bjɛ p.n.? 

leaf 

(III) EPʃʉ-bjɛ-bjɛ 

p.n.?-leaf-leaf, EPʃʉ-

tɕɐ p.n.-? 

 

tsa ̃d́e ̃ ́ p.n. tsan dan 

sandalwood 
tse ̃d́i ̃ ̂p.n. 

Cyrtomium falcatum 

(L. f.) C. Presl  

(Dryopteridaceae) 

040530 2/3 

 Medicinal 15 (I) RPpɐ-pɐ-su ? 

(II) LPdjɛɹɛ, Hdjɛ8 

“common bracken, 

eagle fern” 

 

lɛ-̀lɛ ́p.n.  ljæ̀-ljæ̀-bỗ p.n.-tree 
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Datura stramonium 

L. 

(Solanaceae) 

040607 1/1 

Jimson weed, 

datura 

Medicinal 16 (I) RPtsʰu-χo ghost?-

kill?9  

(II) RPtsʰu-χɐɹɛ 

ghost?-walnut? 

(III) Rtsʰu EPqʰɐɹɐ 

or Rtsʰu-EPχɐɹɐ 

ghost?-walnut? 

 

tɯ̀rɛ ́p.n. (da) du ra dəʈ̀ʂʰwəb̀ú-tsû p.n.-

thorn 

Epilobium hirsutum 

L. (Onagraceae) 

040627 1/2; 040420 

1/1 

 Wild food 17 (I) LPdzɹh̩ɔ ̃ 

(II) RPɹutɕi p.n. 

(III) RPɹutɕi p.n. 
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Equisetum diffusum 

D. Don  

(Equisetaceae) 

040520 3/4 

Himalayan 

horsetail 

Other 18 (I) RPɲɜjĩ-tsi eye-put 

‘put on the eyes, 

[fake] eyelashes’10 

(II) RPɹõ-mjɛhõ 

horse-p.n.?  

(III) RPdʑɐ-mjɛhõ 

water-p.n.? 

 

tʰɔ̃-̀bí pine-

needle? 

thang bal ?  

Excoecaria 

acerifolia Didr.  

(Euphorbiaceae) 

040426 1/1; 050401 

1/9 

 Medicinal 19 (I) EPɐku-bjɛ p.n.-

leaf 

(II) no name 

(III) LPɲɛ-pɑ̃-dzɛ ̃

milk-tree-tree 

 

bjɐk̀ɔ̃ ́broom  dúlɑ̂ p.n. 

Fagopyrum 

esculentum Moench 

(Polygonaceae) 

buckwheat Field crop  

Ritual 

20 (I) RPdʑɜ-χɔ p.n.-

bitter  

(II) RPdʑɐ-χɑ p.n.-

tʂàwú p.n. bra bo p.n. tjò̃tɕə ̌p.n. 
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bitter 

(III) RPdʑɐ-χɑ p.n.-

bitter 

 

Glycine max (L.) 

Merr. 

(Fabaceae) 

041008 1/6 

soybean Field crop  

Fodder 

21 (I) Hji-tsʰe RPnũ-bjɛ 

field-ridge bean-

leaf? ‘beans grown 

on the ridges 

between fields’  

(II) RPɹõ-̴ʎʉ-nu 

horse-fodder-bean 

(III) LPnũ-bjɛ bean-

leaf? 

sámɔ̃ ́p.n. sran ma p.n. we ̃-̀ljú-njû~we ̃-̀ljó-

njỗ horse-fodder-

bean 
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Hedera nepalensis 

K.Koch  

(Araliaceae) 

040513 1/1 

Himalayan ivy Other 22 (I) LPtsʰɹ-̩xɔ-sĩ goat-

food-tree, LPtsʰɹ-̩xɔ-

dʑwɜ-dʑwɜ goat-

food-fruit 

(II) LPsɹl̩imõtʂʰõ p.n. 

(III) RPsɹl̩imɑ̃tʂʰɑ̃ 

p.n. 

 

lɛd̀ʐí p.n.11 ? 'khri? wɐʂ̀ṍ-bỗ p.n.-tree 

Hordeum vulgare 

var. trifurcatum 

(Schltdl.) Alef. 

(Poaceae) 

040426 1/3 

highland barley Field crop 

Ritual 

23 (I) Hzũ p.n. 

(II) Hzõ p.n.  

(III) Hzõ p.n. 

 

kárə ́p.n. ka ru p.n. kò̃tsṍ p.n. 

Hordeum vulgare 

var. nudum (L.) 

Hook.f. 

041006 1/1 

barley Field crop 

Ritual 

24 (I) LPmɐ-dzɹ ̩?-

wheat 

(II) EPmɛ-dzɹ ̩?- 

wheat 

sʰúwɔ ́p.n. so ba p.n. məd́ʑî p.n. 
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(III) LPmɐ-dzɹ ̩?- 

wheat 

 

Houttuynia cordata 

Thunb. 

(Saururaceae) 

040530 3/1 

lizard tail Wild food 25 (I) LPpɔ-̃ɹɐtɕwi12 p.n. 

(II) RPpe-ɹɐtɕwe p.n. 

(III) LPpe-ɹɐtɕwe p.n. 

 

tʃʰáwá 

àdzá p.n. 

 pɐd́jǽ-ʂwɑ̀ toad-

nest 

Hypericum patulum 

Thunb.  

(Hypericaceae) 

040604 3/1 

 Fodder 26 (I) RPdʑɜ-ɹɐmitu 

water-p.n. 

(II) RPdʑiʃwɐ-buwu 

?-flower 

(III) LPpiʂɹʁ̩u p.n. 
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Ilex centrochinensis 

S.Y. Hu 

(Aquifoliaceae) 

040512 1/1; 050314 

1/1 

holly Other 27 (I) LPqũwɛ-tʂɹ ̩

ceiling-NMLZ ‘[plant] 

used to sweep the 

ceiling’ 

(II) RPbjɛkõ-tsʰɐke 

broom-thorn 

(III) LPsɜʎwɜ-dzɛ ̃

p.n.-tree 

 

làkʰɔ ́p.n.   

Juglans regia L. 

(Juglandaceae) 

040429 1/2 

walnut Fruit 

Ritual 

28a (I) RPqʰɐɹɐ p.n. 

(II) RPqʰɐɹɐ p.n. 

(III) RPqʰɐɹɐ p.n. 

 

kùdú p.n.  kʰɑ̀rɑ̌ p.n. 

Juglans regia L. 

(Juglandaceae) 

040429 1/2 

walnut tree 

leaves 

Ritual 28b (I) RPqʰɐɹɐ-bjɛ p.n.-

leaf 

(II) RPqʰɐɹɐ-bjɛ p.n.-

leaf 

kùdú dàmá 

walnut-leaf 

? 'dab ma kʰɑ̀rɑ̀-pɑ̂ walnut-

leaf 
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(III) RPqʰɐɹɐ-bjɛ 

p.n.-leaf 

 

Juniperus spp. 

(Cupressaceae) 

040524 4/1 

juniper (fresh 

branches) 

Ritual  29a (I) LPʂə-̃bjɛ p.n.-leaf 

(II) EPxɯwɔ p.n. 

(III) RPɹɐdʒɐ ̃p.n. 

 

ràxɯ́ p.n. ? shug bwəs̀wə ̌p.n. 

Juniperus spp. 

(Cupressaceae) 

040524 4/1 

juniper (dried 

branches) 

Ritual  29b (I) LPxuwɔ p.n. 

(II) EPxɯwɔ p.n. 

(III) EPʃʉtuʎʉ, 

EPʃʉtɕɐ p.n. 

 

xɯ̀wɔ ́p.n. shug pa ɕì-bỗ p.n.-tree 
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Koelreuteria 

paniculata Laxm.  

(Sapindaceae) 

040609 1/4 

goldenrain tree Other 30 (I) LPtɕili-sĩ p.n.?-

tree 

(II) no name 

(III)  RPɹɑ̃to-tsɐke 

p.n.? thorn, LPɡɑ̃ne-

tsɐke p.n.?-thorn 

 

pádzíɹí p.n.  mæ̀̃-prʰɑ̂̃ ~ mæ̀̃-

prʰỗ ~ mæ̀̃-pʰɑ̂̃ 

hair?-white 

Lithospermum 

erythrorhizon 

Siebold & Zucc. 

(Boraginaceae) 

210210_1 

gromwell root Ritual 31 (I) RPtʂuŋɔ p.n. 

(II) RPkʰɑ̃tʂɹ ̩p.n. 

(III) RPkʰɑ̃tʂɹ ̩p.n. 

 

Ndʐəŋ̀ɔ ́p.n. 'bri mog xò̃ʈʂə ́p.n. 
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Mahonia bracteolata 

Takeda  

(Berberidaceae) 

040419 2/1 

 Medicinal 

Ritual 

32 (I) LPɹɐte-tsʰɐke 

p.n.-thorn 

(II) LPɹɐtɕwi-tsʰɐke 

p.n.-thorn 

(III) LPɹɐtɕi-RPtsɐke 

p.n.-thorn 

 

sɑ́tsʰɔ ́p.n.  kwɐŋ̀ě p.n. 

Mentha spicata L.  

(Lamiaceae) 

040627 1/4 

mint Wild food 

Medicinal 

33 (I) LPhĩ-ɔʑ̃y person-

p.n., LPɔʑ̃i p.n. 

(II) RPɹõ-õʑĩ horse-

p.n., EPõʑĩ13 p.n. 

(III) EPõʒẽ p.n. 

a ̃d̀ʒɛ ̃ ́  i ̃d̀ʑi ̃ ́
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Morus alba L.  

(Moraceae) 

040511 3/1; 040511 

6/2 

white mulberry Fodder 34 (I) RPkʰe-sĩ p.n.-tree 

(II) RPkʰe-sĩ-bjɛ p.n.-

tree-leaf 

(III) RPkʰẽ-zɛ ̃p.n.-

tree 

 

tjɛ-̀ɕi ̃ ́p.n.-

tree 

dar shing p.n. tree tʰæ̀̃-bỗ p.n.-tree 

Myrsine africana L.  

(Primulaceae) 

040419 1/3 

Cape myrtle Other 35 (I) LPɡile-bjɛkɔ ̃p.n.-

broom 

(II) EPɡiʎʉ-bjɛkɔ1̃4 

p.n.-broom 

(III) LPɡeʎʉ-bjɛkɑ̃ 

p.n.-broom 

 

bùlí bjɐk̀ɔ̃ ́?-

broom 

 ʑəd̀ɑ́-bỗ p.n.-tree 
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Opuntia ficus-indica 

(L.) Mill. 

(Cactaceae) 

040522 1/2 

cactus pear Fodder 

Wild food 

Medicinal 

Other 

36 (I) LPuməlɐpɐ p.n. 

(II) LPõmbulɐpɐ p.n. 

(III) LPõmbulɐpɐ 

p.n. 

 

ɔ̃ḿbúlɑ̀pɔ ̀

p.n. 

 ṍbùlɑ̀pɑ̀ p.n. 

Oryza sativa L. 

(Poaceae) 

husked rice Field crop 

Ritual 

37a (I) LPtɕʰɛme p.n. 

(II) EPtɕʰɛme p.n. 

(III) LPtɕʰɐme p.n. 

 

Ndʐé p.n. 'bras p.n. tɕʰwɐ ̌p.n. 

Oryza sativa L. 

(Poaceae) 

paddy rice Field crop  

Ritual 

37b (I) Hɕwɜ p.n. 

(II) Hɕwɐ p.n. 

(III) Hɕwɐ p.n. 

 

  ɕú p.n. 
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Oxyria digyna (L.) 

Hill  

(Polygonaceae) 

040426 2/2 

 Fodder 38 (I) LPɹɐli-hĩ p.n.-

NMLZ 

(II) Rɹõ-ɹɐtɕwi horse- 

p.n. 

(III) LPɹɑli̥ p.n. 

kàɯ́ p.n.  ʂṍ-pɑ̂ p.n.-leaf,  

sùkʰəb̀ɑ́lɑ̂ p.n. 

Osyris quadripartita 

Salzm. ex Decne.  

(Santalaceae) 

040529 1/2; 040502 

1/1; 050402 1/1 

wild tea plant Ritual  39 (I) RPɐkɐɹ ̩p.n. 

(II) EPɐkɐɹu p.n. 

(III) RPɐkɐɹu p.n. 

 

àkárù p.n.  ɐk̀ɑ́rɑ̀ p.n. 

Paeonia lactiflora 

Pall. 

(Paeoniaceae) 

040421 2/5; 040615 

1/1 

peony Medicinal 40 (I) no name 

(II) RPlɑputʂʰwɑ-bjɛ 

p.n.-leaf 

(III) RPlɑputʃʰɑ-dzɛ ̃

p.n.-tree 

 

ta ̃ṕʰi ̃ ̀p.n.  di ̃p̌ʰì p.n. 

Panicum miliaceum,  proso millet Field crop  41 (I) RPbɐ-ɲe p.n.- bé p.n.  rwǐ [rwě] p.n. 
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(Poaceae) Fodder black? 

(2-3) Hbɑ̃ p.n. 

 

Phaseolus vulgaris 

L. 

(Fabaceae) 

040601 1/1 

common bean Field crop  

Ritual 

42 (I) RPnũ-bjɛ p.n.-

leaf? p.n. 

(II) Rnũ p.n. 

(III) Rnõ p.n. 

 

Nbònó sámɔ̃ ́

?-bean 

? sran mo p.n. njô p.n. 

Phyllostachys sp.  

(Poaceae) 

040521 1/1 

bamboo Ritual 

Other 

43 (I) RPlɑ̥hũ15 p.n. 

(II) RPlɐxo-mjɛ p.n.-

bamboo 

(III) RPlɐhõ-mjɛ 

p.n.-bamboo 

dʑà-ɲ̊ṹ 

Chinese-

bamboo  

rgya? smyuɡ16 

Chinese-bamboo 
ɕɐ-̀mɐ ̂Chinese-

bamboo 
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Pinus yunnanensis 

Franch.  

(Pinaceae) 

040602 5/1 

pine Ritual  44 (I) LPtʰɔ-̃sĩ p.n.-tree 

(II) LPtʰɑ̃-zɛ ̃p.n.-

tree 

(III) LPtʰɑ̃-zɛ ̃p.n.-

tree 

 

tʰɔ̃-̀bí p.n.-

leaf? 

thang bal? ɕi ̃-̀bṍ p.n.-tree 

Pistacia 

weinmanniifolia J. 

Poiss. ex Franch.  

(Anacardiaceae) 

040419 1/2; 040611 

5/1 

 

 Ritual  45 (I) LPike p.n. 

(II) EPeke p.n. 

(III) LPẽkẽ p.n. 

dʑɐx̀ɤ́ p.n.  tsʰɐʑ̀î 

Plantago asiatica L. 

(Plantaginaceae) 

plantain Fodder 

Medicinal 

46 (I) LPtɕu-wɛ ?-leaf 

(II) no name 

(III) not recognized 
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Prinsepia utilis 

Royle  

(Rosaceae) 

040421 2/1 

 Medicinal 

Ritual 

Other 

47 (I) LPʂɹd̩ɐ-tsʰɐke 

p.n.? thorn  

(II) RPdʑwɜmi-

tsʰɐke sparrow-

thorn 

(III) RPbɐwũ-tsɐke 

p.n.? thorn 

 

ʃwídà p.n.  tswəǹí p.n. 

Prunus persica (L.) 

Stokes 

(Rosaceae) 

040429 2/1 

peach Fruit 

Ritual 

48 (I) LPbu-dʑwɜ p.n.?-

fruit 

(II) EPbu-dʑwɜ 

p.n.?-fruit 

(III) LPbu-dʑwɐ 

p.n.?-fruit 

 

dʒà-xa ̃ ́

Chinese-

peach 

rgya kham 

Chinese peach 
ɕɐ-̀bṍ p.n.-tree 
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Pseudotsuga forestii 

Craib 

(Pinaceae) 

100207_1 

Douglas fir Ritual  49 (I) LPʎwɜɲi p.n. 

(II) EPʎwɜɲe-bjɛ 

p.n.-leaf 

(III) EPʎwɐɲe-wɛ 

p.n.-leaf 

 

sṹxɤ́ p.n. som ? tsʰwæ̀-kʰwə ̌p.n.?-

head 

Pteridium aquilinum 

(L.) Kuhn 

(Dennstaedtiaceae) 

040513 1/3 

common 

bracken, eagle 

fern 

Wild food  

Other 

50 (I) LPdɐɹɐ p.n., 

RPɐŋɡə17 p.n. 

(II) EPdjɛɹɛ p.n., Rdjɛ 

p.n. 

(III) Hdjɛ p.n. 

àŋɡə ́p.n. a krong? p.n. dɑ̂̃ p.n. 

Punica granatum L. 

(Lythraceae) 

040524 3/1 

pomegranate Fruit 

Ritual 

51 (I) RPsɐmi p.n. 

(II) RPsɐmi p.n. 

(III) RPsɐmi p.n. 

 

sèmí p.n. bse ma p.n. ɕì-pɑ̂ p.n.-leaf 
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Pyracantha 

angustifolia 

(Franch.) 

C.K.Schneid.  

(Rosaceae) 

040520 1/3 

narrowleaf 

firethorn 

Other 52 (I) RPbɐhũ-tsʰɐke 

p.n.-thorn 

(II) EPtsʰɐke LPdʑwɜ-

dʑwɜ thorn-fruit 

(III) RPbɑwũ-tsɐke 

p.n.?-thorn  

  ɕæ̀-swə ̂p.n.-fruit 

Pyrus sp. 

(Rosaceae) 

040429 1/1 

pear Fruit 53 (I) LPlɜ-dʑyɜ ?-fruit 

(II) EPswɜli	p.n. 

(III) LPʎɐ-dʑyɐ ?-

fruit 

 

súlé or səĺí 

p.n. 

 ɕìljǔ p.n. 

Quercus cf. 

cocciferoides Hand.-

Mazz.  

(Fagaceae) 

040609 1/2; 040608 

1/1; 040518 1/12 

Himalayan oak Fuel 

Other 

 

54 (I) EPtɕehũ-keli 

p.n.-branch, RPlu-

zɹ-̩pɔ ̃p.n.-tree 

(II) LPtɕɛ-wɛ p.n.-

pìdʑɔ ́p.n. be ? ʑæ̀-bṍ p.n.-tree 
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leaf 

(III) LPtĩhũ  p.n. 

 

Quercus cf. spinosa 

David 

(Fagaceae) 

040609 1/1; 040518 

1/4; 040518 1/5 

oak Fuel 

Other 

55 (I) EPbɜhũ p.n., 

LPtĩhũ p.n. 

(II) RPɡwiɕɜɡɯ ? 

(III) LPbɑhõ-bjɛ 

p.n.-leaf 

 

pìɲ̊uɛ ́p.n. be snod? kɐḿɑ́-bò̃ p.n.-tree 

Quercus guyavifolia 

H.Lév.  

(Fagaceae) 

040609 1/3; 040609 

2/6; 040518 1/3; 

040518 1/8 

red oak Fuel 

Ritual 

Other 

56 (I) EPbjɛɕɐ p.n. 

(II) EPbjɛɕɜ p.n. 

(III) LPbjɐɕɐ p.n. 

 

pìsʰɛ ́p.n.-?  be ? dù-ŋě p.n.-? 
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Rhamnus gilgiana 

Heppeler 

(Rhamnaceae) 

040513 1/2; 050401 

1/6; 050401 2/6; 

040613 3/1 

 Ritual  57 (I) LPtɕʰiɲe-tsʰɐke 

p.n.?-thorn 

(II) RPtsʰu-sĩ-tsʰɐke 

?-tree-thorn 

(III) LPxumi-dzɛ ̃

mouse-tree, LPxumi-

tsɐke mouse-thorn 

  ɕí-swə1̂8 ?-fruit or 

we ̃-̀swə ̂horse-fruit 

Rhododendron 

decorum Franch.  

(Ericaceae) 

040422 1/1; 040621 

2/3 

 

rhododendron 

species 

Ritual  58 (I) EPmɔk̃e p.n. 

(II) EPmɔk̃e p.n.  

(III) LPmɑ̃ke p.n. 

táɦɔ̃ ́p.n. gtag ma kʰwɐ ̌p.n. 
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Rhododendron 

trichostomum 

Franch.  

(Ericaceae) 

040502 1/3; 040608 

7/1 

 

rhododendron 

species 

Ritual  59 (I) LPsikjɛ p.n. 

(II) EPʂɔk̃ʰwɜ p.n. 

(III) LPɕɑ̃kʰwɐ p.n. 

sìkɛ ́p.n. shing? [stag ma] xi ̃-́bò̃ p.n. -tree 

[çjébò̃] 

Rumex nepalensis 

Spreng.  

(Polygonaceae) 

040426 2/1; 041010 

1/3 

 Fodder 

Medicinal 

60 (I) LPpɔ-̃ɹɐtɕwi19 ?-

p.n. 

(II) Hhĩ-RPɹɐtɕwi 

person-p.n.  

(III) LPɹɐtɕwe p.n. 

ʃùkuá pʰàú 

p.n. 

sho ? ʂwɑ̌ p.n. 

Sageretia 

pycnophylla C.K. 

Schneid.  

(Rhamnaceae) 

040613 2/1; 050401 

1/13; 041012 2/2; 

040606 1/1 

 Ritual  61 (I) LPkupu-tsʰɐke 

cuckoo-thorn 

(II) LPkupu-tsʰɐke 

cuckoo-thorn 

(III) LPkupu-tsɐke 

cuckoo-thorn 

Ndʐɯ̀sʰé 

p.n. 

 kìpú-tsû cuckoo-

thorn 
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Salix babylonica L. 

(Salicaceae) 

040605 1/5 

 

weeping willow Other 62 (I) EPmjɛɲe p.n. 

(II) EPmjɛɲe p.n. 

(III) EPmjɐɲe p.n. 

dʒá-lɔ̃ ́

Chinese-

willow 

 

rgya lang Chinese 

willow 
rú-bò̃ p.n.-tree 

Salix cheilophila 

C.K. Schneid.  

(Salicaceae) 

040605 1/6; 040608 

5/1; 040614 2/1 

sand willow Ritual  

Other 

63 (I) RPɹwɐ-hũ p.n.-

white? 

(II) EPɹwɑ-pɐ ̃p.n.-? 

(III) EPɹwɑ-zɛ ̃p.n.-

tree, RPɹwɑ-ɸõ 

willow-white 

 

lúwɑ́̃ p.n. glang ma ɕɐ-̀rú-bò̃ 

Chinese?-p.n.-tree 
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Selaginella 

tamariscina 

(P.Beauv.) Spring  

(Selaginellaceae) 

040511 5/4 

spikemoss Other 64 (I) RPkʰwɜmi-tʰu 

Debregeasia 

orientalis C. J. 

Chen-lump 

(II) EPtsʰõ-ʎʉ-ʎʉ ?-

?-? 

(III) RPtʰo-mu-tʰo 

lump?-?-lump? 

 

  tɕwæ̀ljɑ̀̃xwe ̃ ́p.n. 

Setaria italica (L.) 

P.Beauv. 

(Poaceae) 

foxtail millet Field crop 65 (I) LPtsʰe-lo p.n. 

(II) Rlu p.n. 

(III) Rlo p.n. 

 

tsítsí p.n. tse tsi p.n. ʐɐr̀æ̌ p.n.  
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Sonchus oleraceus 

L.  

(Asteraceae) 

040426 2/3; 050401 

1/3 

sowthistle Wild food 

Medicinal 

66 (I) Hto p.n. 

(II) RPto-mũtoχa 

p.n.-? 

(III) Hto p.n. 

 

  ʑwəʂ̌ɑ̀̃rè p.n. 

Tagetes erecta L. 

(Asteraceae) 

041008 1/2 

marigold Ritual 67 (I) EPtɔ-̃buxu p.n.-

flower 

(II) EPtɑ̃-buwu p.n.-

flower 

(III) EPtɑ̃-bubu p.n.-

flower 

Nbùrú 

flower 

me tog? sṍdzǽ̃-pɐt̀sə ̀

sṍdzǽ̃-flower20 

Taraxacum 

officinale agg. (L.) 

Weber ex F.H.Wigg. 

(Asteraceae) 

040614 1/5; 041010 

1/2 

dandelion Other 68 (I) RPɹu-ɹu-buxu 

brook-flower, 
RPtʂutʂɐ p.n. 

(2-3) RPtʃutʃɐ p.n. 

 

ɲìχɐ ́Nbùrú 

?-flower 

 ʈʂùʈʂúʈʂɑ́ʈʂɑ̀ p.n. 
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Triticum aestivum L. 

(Poaceae) 

040426 1/4 

wheat Field crop 

Ritual 

69 (I) Hdzɹ ̩wheat 

(II) Hdzɹ ̩wheat 

(III) Hdzɹ ̩wheat 

 

tʂù p.n. gro p.n. ɕɐ ̂p.n. 

Usnea longissima 

Ach. 

(Parmeliaceae) 

040518 1/6 

 

beard lichen Medicinal 

Other 

70 (I) Hʂu p.n. 

(2-3) Hʃu p.n. 

tʰɔ̃-̀bí tsàtʂə ́

pine-needle ? 

thang bal ? ʂû p.n., ʂú-kət́wə ̂

p.n.-? 

Wikstroemia 

delavayi Lecomte  

(Thymelaeaceae) 

040429 3/1; 040502 

1/2; 040611 3/3; 

050401 2/1 

 Medicinal 

Other 

71 (I) LPɹwɜmi-to 

flea?-sowthistle? 

(II) RPɹɐmi-to flea?-

sowthistle? 

(III) LPɹɐmə-to p.n.-

sowthistle? 

 

àtɕá rət̀ɕá 

p.n.? 

 sɑ́nɑ́̃tɐɖ̀ù~ 

sɑ́nṍtɐɖ̀ù p.n. 



	 31	

Zanthoxylum 

armatum DC. 

(Rutaceae) 

040530 2/3 

prickly-ash, 

Sichuan pepper 

Wild food 

Medicinal 

72 (I) Htsi p.n. 

(II) Htsi-keli p.n.-

branch 

(III) LPtse-tsɐke 

p.n.-thorn 

 

záwɔ̃ ́p.n. g.yer ma ɡwɐt̀ɕìsæ̂̃ p.n. 

Zea mays L. 

(Poaceae) 

maize Fodder 

Field crop 

Ritual 

73 (I) RPqʰɐ-ʂɹ ̩?- 

wheat? 

(II) RPqʰɑ-dzɹ ̩?- 

wheat? 

(III) RPqʰɑ-ʃɐ ?- 

wheat? 

kʰàɕə ́p.n.  kʰɑ̀-ʂə ̌?-wheat? 

 

Notes 

																																																								
1 TE = Tibetan etymology. 

2 The former name (/LHtɕʰita/) allegedly refers to a variety of ‘sweet flag’ that grows in the subtropical vegetation belt. The latter name 

(/LHtʂuɡo/) is said to grow high in the mountains. 
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3 This Pumi form corresponds to Xumi and Kami names for Cornus oblonga, see (11). 

4	/ɕítsə/̀ means “a fine comb for combing out lice”. It is not certain whether this is the same word as used in the initial part of the Shuiluo Pumi 

plant name. However, the reference to “hair” in the second part of the plant name supports this etymology.	

5 Note that the Lower Xumi form is identical to Morus alba, see (34).  

6 This form is identical to Hedera nepalensis, see (22).  

7 Middle Xumi form is identical to Myrsine africana, see (35).  

8 Middle Xumi form is identical to that of Pteridium aquilinum, see (50). 

9 It is a folk etymology of this plant name. The plant is poisonous and therefore said to have the power to dispel ghosts. 

10 The literal name of this plant refers to its use in children’s games. 

11 Our Kami language consultant appears to have erroneously identified this specimen as Clematis connata (see 9). 

12 The Xumi form is identical to Rumex nepalensis, see (60).  

13 Xumi speakers in the middle reaches of the Shuiluo River distinguish between two varieties of mint, of which the former /RPɹõ-õʑĩ/, is 

reportedly not edible. 

14 This form is identical to that of Cotoneaster pannosus, see (12).  

15 This word refers to cultivated bamboo, the word for “wild bamboo” in Xumi is /Hmjɛ/. 
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16 The first syllable of this form (/dʑa/, rgya? Chinese?) possibly represent a different chronological layer of borrowings from that in /Ldʒa-xã/ 

rgya kham Prunus persica, lit. “Chinese peach” (48) and /Hdʒa-lɔ/̃ rgya lang Salix babylonica, lit. “Chinese willow” (62).  

17 Upper Xumi forms combine a native form (/LPdɐɹɐ/) with a form borrowed from Kami (/RPɐŋɡə/). The former refers to a grown plant; the latter 

refers to (edible) sprouts. 

18 This form is identical to the Pumi form for Cornus oblonga, see (11). 

19 Note that this Upper Xumi form is identical to Houttuynia cordata, see (25). 

20 /sṍdzǽ̃/ “fragrant flour” refers to flour with pieces of incense in it, which is offered on the first day of the New Year. 


