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Endangered languages documentation and Ersu Romanization System
Wang Dehe' & Katia Chirkova®
1: Xichang College, 2: French National Center for Scientific Research
[Abstract] Ersu is a little-studied, endangered and unwritten Tibeto-Burman language of
Southwest China. This paper introduces a romanization system for the Ersu language, and



discusses the system's value from the perspective of language endangerment and conservation.
The paper comprises five parts. Part 1 provides background information on the Ersu language,
including its distribution, number of speakers, and dialectal variation. Part 2 outlines some
major factors in Ersu becoming endangered, and it discusses the significance and
methodology of its documentation and preservation. Part 3 summarizes previous research on
Ersu. Part 4 outlines the major principles underlying the Ersu Romanization System, and the
choice of the standard dialect on which it is based. Part 5 introduces the Ersu Romanization
System.
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